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Since December 2005, Scot Albertson has been presenting his annual pre-New Year’s celebrations, initially at Danny’s Skylight,
then for many years at the Laurie Beechman, and last year and this year at The Kitano, the beautiful jazz lounge on the second
floor of the Kitano Hotel on Park Avenue at 38th Street. | have attended every one of his celebrations except for last year and
I've seen Albertson develop from a tight, scripted, nervous performer to a relaxed, swinging singer totally at ease at interplay
with his audience members. | have seen the progress of the use of his great vocal instrument so that the big loud sustained high
notes are now judiciously selected for the strongest impact. When Albertson sings softly, his diction and his phrasing is so clear
he frequently doesn’t need a microphone. Many of the selections this night were performed with the microphone in a lower
position instead of closer to his mouth.

The 2011 first show at 8 p.m. was entitled “Vibination,” the title of his last CD. Riding on his jazz chops, Albertson did an unrehearsed song list allowing
Daryl Kojak, his long time musical director, to do his magical improvisations on every vocal break, and the great Arthur Lipner on the vibraphone, wielding
two mallets in each hand and hardly ever looking at his instrument as he accompanied Albertson, doing solos on the breaks. Albertson’ s theme for this
New Year's Eve was “hope” and all the selections were chosen to communicate hope for 2012 for all of us.

Albertson began his set with a swinging “You Gotta Taste All the Fruit,” the Sammy Fain-Marilyn & Alan Bergman song cut from Something More and it
was great to hear those lyrics spit out and listen to Kojak and Lipner’s improvs. Riding directly into the New Year Holiday, the next number was a sweet
“What Are You Doing New Year's Eve.” Albertson did a very soft version of “Tenderly,” every word perfectly audible without the mic. He did another
Loesser, this one written with Burton Lane, “I Hear Music,” one of his signature songs, and the men on the piano and vibraphone rocked on their
improvisations as did Albertson in another burst of joy!

A special new up tempo was “I'd Give A Dollar For A Dime,” a forgotten Eubie Blake-Andy Ratzaf number, on which Albertson roused the room. However,
the greatest moment of the evening, was Albertson’s pairing of the verse of Noel Coward'’s “Sail Away” with Rodgers & Hammerstein's “No Other Love,” the
theme from the TV show “Victory at Sea” and sung in Me and Juliet. Most of this sumptuous melody was sung without amplification — - softly, as gentle
waves to great emotional effect.

Albertson passed out hats and funny horns to every one in the audience for his version of “Auld Lang Syne” and the audience willingly sang along with him.
He gave out those delicious cakes from the special bakery in his home town of Norwalk, Connecticut to three of the audience members, including the great
percussionist Sedric Choukroun (who sat in on one number in this set) and we all sang “Happy Birthday” to them. He paid tribute to lyricist performer
Franklin Roosevelt Underwood by romantically crooning the song Underwood wrote with Stan Freeman, “Be Warm This Winter,” a message we all wanted
to hear.

Albertson paid tribute to his uncle who had attended every one of his New Year's Eve celebrations and who died this year. His closing message to everyone
was “Put A Little Love In Your Heart,” the great Johnny Holiday, Randy Myers and Jackie De Shannon song. The entire room stood up and he could easily
have sung all night but he had a second show coming up with different musicians.

Albertson’s next engagements are January 10 and January 24 at Tomi Jazz, 239 East 53 Street (between 2nd and 3rd Avenue) call (646) 497-1254 for
reservations. For information on “Vibination” and Albertson’s other CDs www.ScotAlbertson.com
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